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SUBJECT: SOVIET AMBASSADOR AND ETHIOPIA 

REF: MOGADISCIO 0512 

1. SOVIET AMBASSADOR SAMSONOV ASKED ME APRIL 8 ABOUT CURRENT US 
POLICY IN ETHIOPIA. HE CLAIMED TO HAVE READ RECENT REPORTS - 
WHICH HE INCLINED TO DOUBT - INDICATING US STILL WOBBLING IN ITS 
SUPPORT FOR PMAC AND WAS CONSIDERING SUPPORTING ERITREAN SEPARATISM. 
SOVIET POLICY. HE EXPLAINED, WAS CLEAR-CUT ON ERITREAN ISSUE: 

THIS WAS INTERNAL MATTER WHICH SHOULD BE RESOLVED POLITICALLY 
BETWEEN PMAC AND ELF/PLF. SOVIETS FULLY SUPPORTED ADDIS GOVT. AND 
TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF ETHIOPIA. 

2. 1 TOLD HIM US POLICY WAS SAME. I SAID USG HAD RECENTLY RESPONDED 
FAVORABLY TO PMAC AMMUNITION REQUEST AND HAD SOLD US$ 7 MILLION 
AMMO, WHILE ALSO EXPRESSING HOPE THAT POLITICAL SOLUTION COULD BE 
FOUND TO END ERITREAN FIGHTING. USG DID NOT RPT NOT SUPPORT 
ERITREAN SEPARATISM. 

3. SAMSONOV NOTED THAT PART OF RATIONALE HE HAD HEARD REGARDING 
USG INTEREST IN SEPARATE ERITREAN STATE WAS (A) US BASE FACILITY 
AT ASMARA; (B) SMALLER ERITREAN STATE WOULD BE MORE AMENABLE TO US 
INFLUENCE THAN LARGER ETHIOPIAN EMPIRE, WHILE (V) US COULD IN THAT 
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STATES. 

4. HE HAD ALSO HEARD REPORTS THAT KING FAISAL HAD GIVEN ELF/PLF 
US$ 200 MILLION IN FINANCIAL AID, AND HAD HEARD THAT ELF/PLF MIGHT 
NOW EMPLOY BOTH WHITE MERCENARIES AND US PHANTOMS IN INSURGENCY. 

5. 1 DESCRIBED GRADUAL PHASE OUT OF KAGNEW FACILITY, PAST AND PRESENT 
US SUPPORT FOR ETHIOPIAN GOVT AND - IN MY VIEW - POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY ABSURDITY OF EITHER WHITE MERCENARIES OR PHANTOMS FOR ELF. 
LIKE MANY OTHER ARAB GOVERNMENTS, SAG MAY HAVE PROVIDED MONEY FOR 
ELF/PLF - I DIDN'T KNOW - BUT, IF IT HAD, THEN MONIES WOULD 
PROBABLY HAVE BEEN GIVEN MORE FOR TACTICAL ADVANTAGES THAN PRACTICAL 
REASONS. I THOUGHT US$ 200 MILLION TOTALLY UNBELIEVABLE - BOTH 
BECUASE OF SAG PARSIMONY AND ELF'S ABILITY TO ABSORB FUNDS. HE 
SAID HE THOUGHT THE AMOUNT SEEMED QUITE LARGE. 

HAMRICK 
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